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Wild win 
leaves 
Mayfield 
exhausted 


BY RYAN ABER 
Staff Writer 
raber@oklahoman.com 


STILLWATER — There was 
no attempted flag-plant- 
ing Saturday after Bedlam. 

After Oklahoma finished 
off a wild 62-52 win over 
Oklahoma State, Soon- 
ers quarterback Baker 
Mayfield calmly went 
over to the front row 
of seats at Boone Pick- 
ens Stadium, grabbed a 
fan’s phone and snapped 
a selfie before stoically 
walking to his postgame 


television interview, 
exhausted. 
“Winning around 


here is expected,” May- 
field said of his subdued 
celebration. “Winning 
against Oklahoma State 
is expected as well. 
That’s the standard.” 
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Oklahoma’s Baker Mayfield leaps into the stands Saturday with Sooner fans after the Bedlam college football game between the Oklahoma Sooners 
and the Oklahoman State Cowboys at Boone Pickens Stadium in Stillwater. OU won 62-52. [PHOTO BY NATE BILLINGS, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Pay increase for teachers is still 


Members 
of Okla- 
homa 
Education 
Associa- 
tion watch 
from the 
gallery in 
the House 
during the 
special 
session at 
the Capi- 
tol. [PHOTO 
BY DOUG 
HOKE, THE 
OKLAHOMAN] 


not happening year after SQ779 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer 
bfelder@oklahoman.com 


Ray Robinson, a liter- 
acy teacher at Highland 
West Junior High School 
in Moore, remains hope- 
ful that a pay raise for 
Oklahoma teachers will 
happen sometime soon, 
which may speak more to 
his optimistic personal- 
ity than a reading of the 
political climate in the 


“T think it’s close, at 
least it’s in the conver- 
sation now,” Robinson 
said. “I’m hoping it’s 
close. I want to believe 
it’s close. Hopefully?” 

As of last week, Rob- 
inson was holding out 
hope that lawmakers 
would approve some type 
of pay increase during the 
ongoing special session, 
which Gov. Mary Fallin 
called in September to 
tackle a nearly $215 mil- 


with addressing Okla- 
homa teacher pay, which 
ranks as one of the lowest 
averages in the nation. 

While a statewide 
teacher pay increase 
this year seems unlikely, 
Robinson hopes the Leg- 
islature’s regular session 
in early 2018 could pro- 
vide results. 

But what is certain is 
that one year since Okla- 
homa voters rejected a 
sales tax increase that 


$5,000 statewide raise 
for educators, a teacher 
pay raise remains elusive. 

“I never believed that 
we would be here in a 
year,” said Alicia Priest, 
president of the Okla- 
homa Education Asso- 
ciation, days before the 
Nov. 8 anniversary since 
the defeat of State Ques- 
tion 779. 

Priest, Robinson and 
dozens of other educators 


Hunger on campus: 
A gnawing subject 


BY MATT PATTERSON 
Staff Writer 
mpatterson@oklahoman.com 


NORMAN — Matt Marks 
was busy working inside 
the University of Okla- 
homa’s food pantry when 
a pair of familiar faces 
walked through the doors 
in search of their next 
meal. 

They were friends, 
people he had spent time 
with and yet, he was sur- 
prised to see them there. 

“T didn’t expect that,” 
the OU senior said. “I had 
no idea they were strug- 
gling. That has been eye- 
opening.” 

Thirty-five miles to the 
north at the University 
of Central Oklahoma, 
about 300 students and 
staff visit the campus 
food pantry each month. 
Some are students who 


just need a boost, others 
are staff members with 
families and one student 
was struggling so badly 
she lived one semester in 
her car. 

Food insecurity among 
America’s college stu- 
dents runs well beyond 
well-worn jokes about 
instant noodles and beg- 
ging Mom and Dad to 
send beer money. 

“A lot of people joke 
around about Ramen 
being the traditional col- 
lege meal but for some 
people that’s not a joke, 
it’s all they can afford,” 
Marks said. 

At least 44 percent of 
college students cut the 
sizes of their meals, or 
skip meals altogether 
because they don’t have 
money to buy food, 
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